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The Honourable President of Montenegro, Mr. Vujanovic,

In most countries worldwide, a national Academy of Arts and Sciences represents the national scientific
community. National academies cooperate internationally in various networks with the aim to
continuously improve science and to strengthen the contribution of science to society through research,
education and innovation. This international cooperation is based on the fact that individual members of
these academies are the most excellent scientists each country has to offer. Excellence and membership
are determined by an objective, peer reviewed process.

I have been informed by the Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts that there is a new law under
consideration in Montenegro, that, if it were to be adepted, would result in a radical change of this
internationally accepted procedure. Membership would then no longer be based on scientific excellence,
but rather on political assignment.

If this information is correct I strongly urge you to reconsider the proposed law, The Montenegrin
Academy of Sciences and Arts would gravely impair its independent advisory capacity, and will, as |
expect, encounter serious difficulties in its functioning, nat in the least with respect to the possibilities for
international cooperation, if its members were to be politically assigned rather than purely on scientific
merits. -

Maost sincerely yours,

Robbert Dijkgraaf
President KNAW
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