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H.E. Igor Luksig,

Prime Mimster of Montenegro
Karadordeva bb

81000 Podgorica
MONTENEGRO

Excellency,

We have recently been informed that the new Law on Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and
Arts (MASA) is planned to be adopted soon, As far as we have been informed, according o the new Law,
members of the national academy will not be elected on the basis of scientific or artistic merit but will be
nominated admimstratively or politically It 18 worldwide known that such a nomination procedure 1s
sganst the autonomy and scientific integnity of academies of sciences. According (o the univessal rule
concerning academies and s it 1s prcuced n the natonal academics workiwide, one can become
member of a national academy only by elections, which are preceded by a peer review procedure based
on scientific and artistic achievements.

We would sincerely like 1o draw vour attention to the fact that if the new Law on Montenegrin
Academy of Sciences and Arts is enocted, it would create problems of recognition of MASA by other
Academies and Unions of Academies and would result in a loss of prestige of MASA vis-d-vis scientific
communitics i the world. This would also mean that the ntegrity and autonomy of scientific institutions
have been overrun by the political power in Montenegro

It 18 also noticeable that this inclinauon of governments to mterfere with the independence of
science academies is seen in countries where science academies have a relatively recent history. | believe
that one day the political authonties in such countnics will understand the value of independence of
science and ant and that all dectsions interfering with the autonomy of science academics will be
corrocted.

Excellency, we would like to ask vou to reconsider the new Law on Montenegrin Academy of
Sciences and Ans

The Montenegnn Academy of Sciences and Arts 8 a very active and well recognized institution
in the world of national academics We sincerely hope that ot will muntan its autonomy and scientific
integnty
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\ {
| DR l"}\q A ~

Prof Dr. Yicel KANPOLAT
President
Turkish Academy of Sciences
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